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RABAT FOR RSO, NAIROBI FOR RSS FROM SY/SAS 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS:ASEC 

SUBJECT:RABAT - MURDER OF AMCIT 

REF: (A) RABAT 3435, (B) RABAT 3442, (C) RABAT 3453 

1. PER REQUEST CONTAINED REFTEL A, PREVIOUS RSOS IN RABAT 
MESSRS. HANREHAN AND SWAFFORD WERE QUERIED BY DEPARTMENT 
RE EXISTENCE OF AGREEMENT WITH GOM RE IMMUNITY FROM 
CRIMINAL JURISDICTION FOR MSGS. NEITHER RSO POSSESSED 

ANY KNOWLEDGE OF EXISTENCE OE AGREEMENT. 

2. DEPARTMENT HAS ATTEMPTED TO CONTACT AMBASSADOR WILLIAM 
PORTER (FORMER CONGEN RABAT AT TIME OF INDEPENDENCE) 

PRESENTLY RESIDING WESTPORT, MAINE WITHOUT SUCCESS. WILL 
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CONTINUE EFEORTS. 

3. PER REQUEST CONTAINED PARA 2 REFTEL B: 

A. DEPARTMENT RECORDS SHOW LIEUTENANT COMMANDER WAS DRIVING 
AN EMBASSY VEHICLE ON OEFICIAL BUSINESS WHEN ACCIDENT 
OCCURRED. THIS WOULD NOT MATTER UNDER ARTICLE 37, 
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PARAGRAPH 2 OF VIENNA CONVENTION AS TO CRIMINAL RPT 
CRIMINAL JURISDICTION, BECAUSE OFFICIAL ACTS LIMITATION 

APPLIES ONLY TO CIVIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE JURISDICTION. 

B. OUR RECORDS DO NOT SHOW WHETHER ASSISTANT NAVAL 
ATTACHE WAS IN FACT PROSECUTED, BUT HE WAS SUBJECT TO 
COURT MARTIAL JURISDICTION AND CERTAINLY COULD HAVE BEEN. 
IN PRESENT CASE, OF COURSE, IT IS THE INTENTION TO 
PROSECUTE. 

C. use ASSERTION OF IMMUNITY DOES NOT INDICATE LACK OF 
APPRECIATION FOR FAIRNESS AND EFFICIENCY OF MOROCCAN 
LEGAL SYSTEM, BUT RATHER OUR CONCERN FOR EFFECT OF 
REFUSAL OF IMMUNITY ON WILLINGNESS OF MARINE CORPS 
TO MAINTAIN DETACHMENT THERE. U.S. MILITARY POLICY 
STRONG ON THIS POINT AND HAS SIGNIEICANT CONGRESSIONAL 
AND PUBLIC SUPPORT. 

D. WE WONDER HOW MEMORY OF MOROCCAN CAPITULATION CAN 
BE STRONGER IN 1978 THAN IT WAS IN 1965. ALSO, VICTIM 

IN PRESENT CASE U.S. CITIZEN, WHEREAS IN 1965 VICTIM 
MOROCCAN, SO IF ANYTHING REASONS FOR EXERCISE OF 
JURISDICTION LESS. 

4. DEPARTMENT CONCURS WITH ADDITIONAL AND REVISED PRESS 
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GUIDANCE CONTAINED REFTEL C. VANCE 
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